Aetat. 59.]
Dr. Mounscv,
73
He was vehement against old Dr. Mounscv, of Chelsea College', as ' a fellow who swore and talked bawdy.' ' I have been often in his company, (said Dr. Percy,) and never heard him swear or talk bawdy.' Mr. Davies, who sat next to Dr. Percy, having after this had some conversation aside with him, made a discovery which, in his zeal to pay court to Dr. Johnson, he eagerly proclaimed aloud from the foot of the table: '(), Sir, I have found out a very good reason why Dr. Percy never heard Mounsey swear or talk bawdy; for he tells me, he never saw him but at the Duke of Northumberland's table.' 'And so, Sir, (said Johnson loudly, t<> Dr. Percy,) you would shield this man from the eharf,r of swearing and talking bawdy, because he did not do «,o at the Duke of Northumberland's table. Sir, you mis-jit as well tell us that you had seen him hold up his hand at th«-Old Bailey, and he neither swore nor talked bawdy ; or th.it you had seen him in the cart at Tyburn, and he neitlu-r *,vvoiv nor talked bawdy. And is it thus, Sir, that you presume' t«» controvert what I have related?1 Dr. Johnson's anim.it! version was uttered in such a manner, that Dr. Peiry srewed to be displeased, and soon afterwards left the company, of which Johnson did not at that time take' any notice.
Swift having been mentioned, Johnson, as usual, treated
municatc it with much pleasure, as it given me su owe tin opjHitt unity of recording the fraternal kindness of Thomson, und irtU'rttnj,', mi tin-friendly assistance of Mr. Hoswell, from whom I reeeivc-d it.' hrr/Vi/. July 9, 1777, and June 18, 1778.
1 Murphy, in his Life of Gttrn'fb, p. 183, «iys that ti.irtitU tm< «• brought Dr. Munsey—so he. writes the name to call on hint. '(.MI-rick entered the dining-room, and turning .suddenly round, MU i*« ilu* door, and called out, " Dr. Munscy, where are you going ?" " I '|» >*Uir-* to sec the author," said Munsey. " 1'ho ! plu>! eome tU»wn, thr milhuf is here." Dr. Munsey came, and, as lie entered the room, wwl in hi-i free way, "You scoundrel! I w:is tfoinK up to the garret. Who i-uutii think of finding an author on the first floor ?"' Mrs. Montagu wt«ifr to Lord Lyttelton from Tunbridge in 1760:- 'The great Monnev (»/«j
came hither on Friday----He is grout in the roHee-hmwe, great in the
rooms, and great on the pantiles.1 Montagu Lttterst iv. .'M». In Kn^.-crs's Table-Talk, p, 211, there is a curious ueeount of him,
hintivil Utterly, thin brim* affected but rarely, the other every hour,1
